CHAPTER IX
HINDU ART IN JAVA AND CAMBODIA.
PORTRAITURE
THE Borobudur sculptures are in some respects
unique, both in the perfection of their art and in
the good fortune which has preserved them from
wanton destruction. The obscurity into which
the great monument fell was its best protection,
saving it from the fate of so many other master-
pieces of Indian art. No fanatics, either Euro-
pean or native, have laid sacrilegious hands
upon it; no enterprising builders have made
use of it as a stone quarry, or as materials for
lime; ao railway contractors or energetic public
works officers have broken up its splendid
sculptures for ballast or road-mending. What it
has suffered has been from natural causes, the
destructive influences of a tropical climate, from
earthquake, or from mere neglect. In recent
years, under the zealous care of the Netherlands
India Archaeological Department, it has been
judiciously restored and is now safe from any
vandalism.
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